Community Council Elections

6 October 2016
Procedures Guide

1. The Returning Officer (RO) publishes the Notice of Election on 29 August 2016.

2. Nomination papers are available from this date from the RO, all ELC offices, libraries, community centres and ELC website.

3. Prospective Community Councillors must complete a nomination paper and return it to the RO (it can be handed in to any of the area offices) by 4 pm on 15 September 2016.

The nomination paper requires only 1 of the 4 conditions to be met and a witness to your signature – this can be anybody who sees you signing the form.

Candidate’s description- please provide at least a paragraph of information about yourself, which will help voters to make their choices, in the event of a contest.

4. After the Close of Nominations on 15 September, the number of candidates for each Community Council is counted against the number of positions available.  There must be enough candidates to fill more than half the number of positions for a Community Council to be formed.

5. If there are more than half the number of candidates necessary, but less than the available positions, the Community Council is formed from Polling Day (6 October) without a contest.  The RO will inform you of this and you need do nothing more till you are notified of the first Community Council meeting date.

6. If there are more candidates than positions available, this means there will be a contest i.e. an Election. The RO will inform you of this.

7. The RO will publish A Notice of Poll and/or a Statement of Community Councils Formed Without a Contest, on 20 September.

8. In the event of a contest, this will be conducted by postal ballot. This has been found to be the most successful method, from past experience.

9. The RO will then arrange for ballot papers to be printed and sent to every eligible elector within the appropriate Community Council areas.

10. The RO will arrange for the Election to be as widely publicised as possible, within these relevant areas.

11. If you are a candidate in an election, you need to promote yourself as best you can, within your area. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE RO CAN ONLY PROMOTE THE ELECTION, NOT INDIVIDUAL CANDIDATES, AS RO AND STAFF MUST REMAIN IMPARTIAL. The Community Council Liaison Officer is a member of the Election Team and is, therefore, also governed by this. OUTWITH THE STATUTORY NOTICE OF POLL (WHICH WILL HAVE YOUR NAME ON IT), PUBLICITY OF YOURSELF AS AN INDIVIDUAL CANDIDATE, IS UP TO YOU, IF YOU WISH TO BE ELECTED.
12. All ballot papers must be returned to the RO by noon on 6 October.

13. The votes will be counted on that day, as soon as possible after the Close of Poll.

14. You will be informed of where and when and be invited to attend.

15. Once all the votes are counted, the results will be declared.   If you attend the Count, you will know immediately if you have been successful.  If you choose not to attend, you will be informed in writing anyway.

16. If you have been successful, you will also be informed of the date of the first meeting of the new Community Council. You need do nothing more until then.

17. The RO must call the first meeting of the new Community Councils to be held within 14 days of the Election Day.  Suitable dates are negotiated with the Community Councils.
18. The first business at these first meetings is to elect the Office Bearers i.e. Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.  Therefore, someone is required to Chair the meeting until the Chairman is elected.  This can be a local East Lothian Councillor or a past member, but basically, anyone who is not a current Community Councillor. 

19. If you have been unsuccessful, please do not give up trying.  Vacancies often occur within the 4 year term and Community Councils will advertise these.  You can also become a co-opted member, if the Community Council decide to do so.  This means that you can still be involved in your community, but you do not have a vote on any decisions taken.

